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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,809,245 to Zenda in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,278,672 B1 to Kobayashi. 

As to claim 1 , Zenda discloses a circuit for reading data from a data 
carrier, the circuit comprising: a reading unit for reading data from the data carrier 
(Fig. 2, columns 5-6, lines 62-2); and a controller for controlling the circuit (Fig. 2, 
columns 5-6, lines 62-2); and the controller is configurable to control the circuit to 
read data from the data carrier (Fig 2, columns 5-6, lines 62-2). Zenda is 
deficient to disclosing a circuit that further comprises a detection unit for 
detecting a format of the data carrier. 

However, Kobayashi discloses a circuit for reading data from a data 
carrier, the circuit comprising: a detection unit for detecting a format of the data 
carrier (Fig. 3, columns 5-6, lines 24-17); and the circuit that is to read data from 
the data carrier in accordance with the detected data carrier format (Fig 1 , 
columns 4-6, lines 10-17). 

Zenda and Kobayashi are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor with respect to optical mediums. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill to create a circuit for reading data of a data carrier, create a 
controller to control the circuit, and integrate a detection unit for detecting the 
format of the data carrier. The suggestion/motivation would have been to be able 
to read different data carrier formats within a single multimedia system. This is 
taught by Kobayashi (Fig. 3, columns 5-6, lines 24-17). 

As to claim 2, Zenda discloses a circuit wherein the circuit further 
comprises a memory for storing multiple data portion for configuring the 
configurable reading unit to read data in accordance with the detected data 
carrier format from the data carrier (Fig. 5, columns 8-9, lines 60-2). 

As to claim 3, Zenda discloses an apparatus for processing data, 
comprising: a host system for processing the data read from a data carrier (Fig. 
4, column 8, lines 15-59). Zenda is deficient to disclosing a means for receiving 
the data-carrier. 

However, Kobayashi discloses an apparatus for processing data, 
comprising: means for receiving the data carrier (Fig. 1, columns 4-6, lines 10- 
17). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to create a data carrier that is able to read data from a 
data carrier as well as a means to receiving the data carrier. The 
suggestion/motivation would have been to be able to decode the encrypted data 
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on the carrier in order for a system to be able to process the information (Zenda, 
Fig. 2, columns 5-6, lines 62-25). 
3. Claims 4, 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,809,245 to Zenda in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,278,672 B1 to 
Kobayashi in further view of U.S. Patent Pub. 2007/0061635 A1 to Brondijk et al. 

As to claim 4, Zenda discloses an apparatus wherein: the reading unit is 
an ATAPI drive (Fig. 1 , column 5, lines 27-61 ); the multiple data carrier formats 
comprise Digital Versatile Disc (Fig. 1, column 5, lines 27-61); and the host 
comprises an MPEG video data decoder (Fig. 1 , column 5, lines 27-61 ). Zenda 
is deficient to disclosing a host system for processing data read from a data 
carrier where there are multiple data carrier formats such as Super Audio 
Compact Disc. 

However, Brondijk discloses a host system for processing the data read 
from a data carrier; the multiple data carrier formats comprise Super Audio 
Compact Disc (Paragraphs 23-27). 

Zenda and Brondijk are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor with respect to optical mediums. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to create a unit with an ATAPI drive that is able to read 
multiple data carrier formats such as DVDs and SACDs. The 
suggestion/motivation would have been in order to use the industry standard of 
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ATAPI drives for all different carrier formats for compatibility (Brondijk, Paragraph 
5). 

As to claim 5, Zenda discloses an apparatus wherein the ATAPI drive is 
connected to the MPEG video data decoder (Fig. 1 , column 5, lines 27-61 ). 
Zenda is deficient to disclosing a Super Audio Compact Disc decoder connected 
via an interface. 

However, Brondijk discloses an apparatus wherein the Super Audio 
Compact Disc data decoder is connected via an interface (Paragraphs 23-27). In 
addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 4. 

As to claim 9, Kobayashi discloses an apparatus wherein, in case the 
detected data carrier is a super audio compact disc, the ATAPI drive is 
configured to: detect and decrypt the Super Audio Compact Disc mark (Fig. 3, 
columns 5-6, lines 24-17); interpret information in accordance with the Super 
Audio Compact Disc standard (Columns 2-3, lines 43-3); and perform hybrid disc 
handling (Columns 2-3, lines 43-3). In addition, the same motivation is used as 
the rejection for claim 4. 

4. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 

Patent No. 5,809,245 to Zenda in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,278,672 B1 to Kobayashi in 

further view of U.S. Patent Pub. 2007/0061635 A1 to Brondijk et al. in further view of 

U.S. Patent No. 6,633,933 B1 to Smith etal. 

As to claim 6, Smith discloses an apparatus wherein the ATAPI drive is 
further connected to a data decoder via an extra 2-pin connector for transferring 
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an addition signal from the ATAPI drive to the data decoder (Fig. 3, Tables A-L, 
columns 7-10, lines 8-17 and tables). Smith is deficient to disclosing a Super 
Audio Compact Disc data decoder. 

However, Brondijk discloses an apparatus wherein the data decoder is a 
Super Audio Compact Disc data decoder (Paragraphs 23-27). 

Smith and Brondijk are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor with respect to optical mediums. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to create an extra 2-pin connector for transferring an 
additional signal from the ATAPI drive to the SACD data decoder. The 
suggestion/motivation is so that the controller chip can be modified to work with 
any peripheral device (Smith, Fig. 3, Column 5, Lines 52-65). 

As to claim 7, Smith discloses an apparatus wherein the spare pin of the 
ATAPI is used to transfer an additional signal from the ATAPI drive (Fig. 3, 
Tables A-L, columns 7-10, lines 8-17 and tables). Smith is deficient to disclosing 
a Super Audio Compact Disc data decoder. 

However, Brondijk discloses an apparatus wherein the data decoder is a 
Super Audio Compact Disc data decoder (Paragraphs 23-27). In addition, the 
same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 6. 

As to claim 8, Smith discloses an apparatus wherein the additional signal 
is the EFM+ signal (Fig. 3, Tables A-L, columns 7-10, lines 8-17 and tables). In 
addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 6. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,278,672 B1 to Kobayashi. 

As to claim 10, Kobayashi discloses a method of reading data from a data 
carrier characterized in that the method comprises the steps of: detecting the 
format of a data carrier from which data is to be read (Fig. 3, columns 5-6, lines 
24-17); configuring the reading circuit for reading data from the data carrier in 
accordance with the detected data carrier format (Fig. 1, columns 3-4, lines 41- 
29); and reading data from the data carrier in accordance with the detected data 
carrier format (Fig. 2A-2G, Fig. 3, and Fig. 1, columns 4-5, lines 43-23). 

As to claim 11, Kobayashi discloses a data carrier comprising data for 
configuring a processing unit to perform the method as claimed as claimed in 
claim 10 (Fig. 1, Column 4, lines 10-23). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANEETA PATANKAR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9773. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30am- 
6:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derrick Ferris can be reached on (571 )272-4483. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Aneeta V. Patankar 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 4134 

/AVP/ 

/Derrick W Ferris/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4134 



